UCL Medical School, Brussels, March 23-24, 2010

Visiting Professorship 2009-2010: Prof. Qais Al-Awqati, Columbia University, College of Physicians & Surgeons, New York, NY, USA
Host: Prof. Olivier Devuyst, Division of Nephrology, UCL Medical School, Brussels

Location: Auditoire Maisin, Faculté de Médecine, Université catholique de Louvain, B-1200 Brussels, Belgium 

Outline of the program

This program aims at stimulating young researchers to interact with Prof. Al-Awqati during his tenure of the Princess Lilian Visiting Professorship in Belgium. Prof. Al-Awqati will give his inaugural lecture about stem cells, during the academic session on Monday, March 22. 
On Tuesday, March 23, we will organize a mini-symposium during which young investigators (typically, PhD students) active in the areas of Prof. Al-Awqati’s work will present ongoing projects open for discussion and suggestions. On March 24, the students will have time to individually meet Prof. Al-Awqati, followed by a special workshop based on his editorial experience (Journal of Clinical Investigation, Kidney International). Thanks to the participation of Profs. N. Lameire (Editor-in-Chief, Nephrol Dial Transplant) and Prof. M. De Broe (Editor, Kidney Int), this session will address trends in scientific publishing and provide practical advice for writing papers and communicating results. 

1. Monday, March 22, 18:00 

Inaugural lecture by Prof. Q. Al-Awqati

Stem cells in the kidney: Promise of regenerative medicine ?

2. Tuesday, March 23, 13:00 – 17:00
Mini-Symposium with Belgian groups and members of the European Network for the Study of Orphan Nephropathies (EUNEFRON)
· Epithelial transport in the normal and diseased kidney

· Epithelial differentiation, including role of growth factors and transcription factors

3. Wednesday, March 24, 10:00 – 16:00
Individual meetings, young investigators with Prof. Q. Al-Awqati

Lunch 
Special workshop: What editors of biomedical journals can teach to young investigators?
· Qais Al-Awqati, Editor-in-Chief, Kidney International; former Editor, Journal of Clinical Investigation
· Norbert Lameire, Editor-in-Chief, Nephrology Dialysis Transplantion
· Marc De Broe, Editor, Kidney International
· Acces to UCL campus: http://www.uclouvain.be/acces-bxl.html, Metro ALMA
· Auditorium Maisin (« Auditoires Centraux »): http://www.uclouvain.be/68220.html
